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Confederates recruited thousands of troops, partly through the use of a
conscription act passed by the Richmond Government. And when at last
McCleilan's big guns were set to blow the enemy off the map, when filially
Union troops moved out to capture the foe, they found nobody to fight.
Again he had not heard Lincoln's warning: 'The present hesitation to move
upon an entrenched enemy Is but the story of Manassas repeated.*
At unfailing Intervals McClellan called to Washington for more men, more
guns. When at last after a month of siege the empty Confederate entrench-
ments were captured, McClellan telegraphed: *Yorktown is In our possession.
. . . No time shall be lost. ... I shall push the enemy to the wall* The total
force under Johnston, who had evacuated, numbered 55,633 men, about one
to two of McClellan's. They had waited till McClellan had finished building
elaborate batteries, till McClellan was perfectly satisfied that he could shell
and shatter all opposition. Then they drew off.
During the weeks McClellan was moving to the Peninsula and eutrencli-
Ing at Yorktown, other actions were staged elsewhere and with different
results. Three days' fighting went on at Pea Ridge In the north-west comer
of Arkansas between Missouri,, Iowa, Illinois, and Ohio regiments against
Missouri, Arkansas, and Texas regiments along with three Red Indian
regiments. The Union forces lost 203 killed, 972 wounded, 174 missing,
as against 800 to 1000 killed, 200 to 300 missing, of the Confederates. The
Southern commander had planned to carry the war to St. Louis and on Into
Illinois, but die prolonged and bloody combats at Sugar Creek, Leesvifle,
Elkhom Tavern, dispersed his army, freed Missouri from all but guerrilla
warfare, and crippled Southern military power west of the Mississippi
Near Santa Fe, New Mexico, Texas and Colorado cavalry clashed, with
32 Union killed and 36 Confederate. Fort Pulaski, Georgia, was captured
with. 360 prisoners. On the Mississippi River Cojnmodore Foote and
General John Pope took Island No. 10 with over 2000 prisoners^ threatening
all down-river traffic of the South.
An action came as a 'thrust into the vitals of the Confederacy'. The sea
dogs Commodore David Glasgow Farragut and Cojnmodore David Dixoti
Porter, with battleships and mortar boats, along with Major-General Ben
Butler heading an army of land troops, ran and battered their way through the
forts and batteries at New Orleans and captured the largest seaport and the
most Important metropolitan centre of the South, a city of 168,000. An
army of io9ooo Confederates left the city, their torches lighting 15,000 bales
of cotton, a dozen large ships, several fine steamboats, unfinished gunboats,
and property worth millions of dollars.
On the Tennessee River near the Mississippi State line at Shiloh Church